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To be Continued Tuespays and FRiDars. 





ae ad 4 


There be Prayers, that I have “feen play, and heard Others praifes ----- 


“apho, neither having the Accent of 


Chriftians, nor the Gate of Chriftian, 


Pagan, zor Man, have fo stRUTTED, and BELLOW’D, that I have thought, 
ome of Nature's Journcy-Mcn had made MEN, and not made them wELL----- 


They imitated HuMaNiry fo abomtnably ! 


HAMLET. 





FRIDAY, JUNE 20. 


1739. 





T appears from the Quotation I 
af ey have chofen for my Motto, that 
PAS the Players in the Time of Shake- 
fpear, are fo exactly refembled, 
@. by the Players in the Reign of 
PA ge. King George, that I cou’d not re- 

elas fift the Temptation of prefenting 

oro a Thele La? with Their Picture, by 
aHand, whofe Capacity to bit Likeneffes, They are 





commonly-very ptoud of cozfeffing. 
Tt iso Wonder at all, that ors, who imitate 


Humanity, by STRUTTING, and BELLOWING, 
fhou’d outlive 'the Efteem of the Stage, and undergo 
the deferv’d Mortification of feeing a Party at Qua- 
drille, 2 Mafquerade, or Italian Opera, draw off Au- 
diences, from Marm’p Sexz/e, and SopoRIFEROUS 
Aion ; yet givethem back to Gay NoTHINGS, and 
the Empty Vivacity of NONSENSE: becauie, to 
laugh, be it never fo lightly, will at leaft_keep the Spi- 
fits in Motion ; which .are TONE’D into S/eep, and 
Stagnation, by the drow/y Sublimity of tome of our 
Yawners, inBuskins., - : 

Yet, Thefe are the Men, who have propagated, 
and (I fear) dcliev'd; That filly Slander, againit Com- 
mon Senfe, that we have loft our old Taste for 
TRAGEDY. Whereas the Real State of the Faét is, 
that They Them/elves have loft it’s PowER: and are 
fallen into a Miftake, as ridiculous as that of the APE, 
that, ‘being /et afide, among handfomer Beafts, ina 
Competition for the Empireof BE au Ty, gather'd 
Comfort from this Dramatic Reflexion — “ The Ta/fe 

of the Herd is Corrupt ; and the FAIREST are, 
“ ftill, the /eaft Fortunate !” 

Ir isa Kind of Pubiick-Spiritedne/s, to dete&, in 
Behalf of the Whole, the conceited Injuftice of Pars 
ticulars,— And we have Heroes, of Ten Pounds a 
Week, who may, poflibly, guels, for what Caufe I 
take hn Liberty of Entertaining them with the follow- 
ing Story. 

0! Great DeMosTHENEsS! (cried an INDOLENT 
Drawler, of Antiquity) do me Fuftice, by the Force of 


) Jour Eloquence; Thofe Rogues, on the oppofite Side, 





knock'd me down, to prevent me from Voting. 


“ 


Puh, Puh, replied the Orator, You are a Liar: 
. BY this. Tamene{s of your Accufation, I am con- 
vine’d, that the Perfons you complain of are Inno- 


B 


— 


“ cent.” — How! —INNocenm! (exclaim’d the 
Client, xow provok’d into Passion, at the Incredu- . 
lity of his Patron) Furies feize All fuch Innoéexts as! 


THEY are! —WuHat! —Am I to be treated in [oime 
pudent ard outrageous a Manner, and be TOLD, whem: 
I cry out for Justice, that The Villains I complain ef. 


are INNOCENT ! — “ Aye,—N 0 w; {aid Demoftke-' _ 


“ nes, T BELIEVE you.—Now, I hear in your: 
“* Voice, the IMPATIENCE of a Mani, who has i 
<< injur'd!” 

LeT it begranted, if our Izcumbentt of the Stage. 
think fit, that Poetry has none of thofe Patrons, at 
prefent, who have delighted, in happier Ages, tor 
diftinguifh, and reward, Works of Genius. — What 
Advantage will They be able to draw-from this Concef- 
fion, in Defence of their Lazinefs, or Ignorance? A 
more General Cultivation of Fadgment, and Tafte; 
woud add nothing to what They already poffefs, ex- 
cept Thofe Hiffes, which they commonly deferve ; 
but efcape, by Effect of That very Bad Tafte, which 
they rail at.—~The Passtons of are the fame, in 
all Differences of Place, Time, Cuftom, or Educa- 
tions neither is it neceffary, in order.to fear, bope, 
hate, grieve, revenge, defpife, or threaten, that we 
fhou’d be Minifters of State, or Profeflors of polite 
Learning. — Human Nature is toxch'd, by Compaffion, 
inflan’d, by Provocation, appeasd, by Submiffion, 
not, becaufe the Mind is enlighten’d by Science ; but 
becaufe the Heart is fofcepeiite of Apprehenfion, and 
Sympathy. —Weé pity, becaufe we may fuffer: and, 
to-be a2 MAN, is the whole that is wanting, to give 
Pain, for the Diftreffes of the Wretched; unlefs oS ore 
they are acted, {o unfeclingly, that, not being confi< 
der’d as Realities, they are look’d on with the Contempt 
that is, naturally, fhewn to Impofture. 

THE Paffious are, (ina Tragedy where well mark’d, 
and expreffed) what the Keys are, in a Harpfichord. — 
If they are aptly and skilfully touch’d, they will vi- 
brate their different Notes, to the Heart,. and awaken 
in it the Mujfick of Humanity. — But, in order to com 
ceive 2 Due Scorn, at the Prefumption of our Stram- 
Strum PLAYERS, who are able to ftrike sone of thofe. 
Notes, yct complain of the Neg/eé#, that is fhewn them, 
we mult imagine fome untaught Ideot, ftolen into the 
Scat of Mr. Handel, before the Ouverture of a wher 
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where, {up nothing further to’ be néceffary, than 
to thump the Keys; with. great Gravity, He {tops 
fhert, with oa, at the Cold Looks, and 
Contempt, of the Audience; and /aments, to the 
Circle about him, “ that th Taste: for Music: 
“ fhouw'd, fo ftranzely, be Loss, it theNation 

Were there a Law, againft Name-killers, How 
many Indiffments wowd be brought, by the Poets, 
azainft. their MuRDERERS, on the Theatres of this 
Great City ! —--Thiefé-bo/d' Men feem accountable to 
no Good Pringiplp of Goyernment They affociate 
themfelves, like Outlaws-within the Purliczs of their 
Forefts, and, there, ftand in Defiance of Rea/iz, Or- 
der, and Decency, — They contradict Hiftory, invert 
eftablith’d Charaéfers,, rola Conquerors oftheir Superto- 
rity, and-allow not even Tendernefsto Lovers. ‘They 
take away, Appearance, ffarm Truth;. and fubftitute 
Nodife, in the Place of Diftinction. 

Dshave feen poor: Mt. Rowe (et: upox bis Head; 
after his Death, by.thefe incorrigible Difplacers of. 


Purpofe: Uhaveleen'Bajazet-exchanging the Contempt: 


which was.meast+him by that Author, for the Applawfe, 
that /how’d have been beftow’d on his Subduer : while 
the miferably #etamorphos'd TAMERLANE, (hanging 
down. his Arms.to.. both Pockets,. as. if, in.Fear they. 
might be pick’d of his Part, in {ome of. the terrible 
Advances of his Enemy) has ftood; /aeakingly paffive, 
as if he -had;~ felonioufly;~ been robbing fome of his 
Brethren, the Comic Actors, of the Air of a Shcep- 
Biter! — Ihave feen Relvidéra.D ms ERY E- all her 
Mifery, and -abfolving the Infenibility.of the Audience, 
by, whiving: them out. of; their: Peawer: tor pity her: 
while .Féfeir; tooamorous, and humble, to ostfwell 
the Law. P "itch of: bis Lady, has ‘funk, lavingly; like 


Her, and-forgotrall thofe Violences, thofe Starts, and. 


thofe, Frenzies, which, in«writing the Character, muft 
have: /bakewthe Poet’s Heart, like-a Whirkzind: but, 
in adting-it; are fo kind to fall flsaevaugh to fit their 
Speaker, and forego all Pretentions to difcompofe, or 
difarder; ax Audience” 3 | 

: Inethel, and a thoufind fuck, contemptible Per- 


ewer fiows of Character, we.f{¢e but the.necetiary Effect: 


of: unpoetical MAN aGeERs, at the Head of a Theatre. 
~elt were,iinpofible. fuch Errors fhou’d be fo. com- 
monly.committed as they-are,. were the. Players either 
jo mn Themfelves, to kwaw, and idiffixgui/>, the 
ifferent Paffious, intheir Parts, or had<They Direc- 
ters; of Capacity to belpthem in the Difcovery. 
- For Want of ‘this Skill, They camrecewe but little 


Benefit from being te/d/, that Every Paffion has it’s pe-. 


culiar, and appropriated Loox; and Every Laok, its 
adapted; and particular Gesture: That the Heart 
having.communicated i oeecconae the Eye, Every: 
Pape, and Nerve, catches [mpulfe, in:.a Moment, 
and. concurs, to declare the Impreffion. — ‘That ‘no 
Aion.is proper; but:fuchas paints the Idea: No 
Motion pats YN but That which is the Refult of In. 
tention: 

Yer; there are Few, who. will read this Paragraph; 
but:can remember tochave feen, on our Stages, Men 
who griv,, when -they-wou'd teprefent Pity > and. xed, 
and 2wink, to epumbiAsbertis and Dicniry! —— 
Ophers,, who advance ta:,fuppre/s Mutinies, with the 
Calmne/s, of a Man juft' awake, and asking Ibat’s 
O'Clock, of the Company | ~—— Somes whole whole 
Course of rithibx reaching but from the Moyth; to the 
Fingers They raijeand decline one Atm, with as. regar 
lar-and: repeated ia Weaving, as if they told.oxt their 
Words, bythe Dozen, and deliver'd.each Parcel into 
the: Hands of a CuPomer. — Infinite Numbers, : who 
fealk; orstrut, where they theu’d sTEP, turning their 


Toes inwward, in Contempt of all Grace, Air, or Meg. 


fire, in Movement; as if Dancers had Nothing to 


do with rhe Stage, but to come in,, between the 4G; - 

fonFear, fome Good Ufe of their Art might be caughy. 
° ’ ? 

andiapplied, by the Afors. alpen 

ONE, prime Cam/f off all tltis Theatrical Burlefiye 
in'the Players, upon High Life, and it’s Paffions, is 
Cuftom that prevails with the Mazagers, to form their 
Judgment of an Actor, without Regard to any other of 
his Qualities, than merely, the Tox¢, or Extent: of- 
his. Voice: never.dreaming (in the-midft of a Crowd 
of Examples) that. the fineft natural Voice may be 
ufelefS, and’ infignificant, to its Poffeffor; ac~ 
companied by a Power to difcover Paffions, and ex. 
prefsthem whereas a Voice, of much lefs Desrh 
and Capatity, fuppofing it Clear, and Articulate, be. - 
ing help’d, by thofe paffioxate? CHANGES, which are 
the Beauties, and Efftntials, of Tragedy, fhall ou;. 
charm any zatwral'Sweetme(s of: Tone: and: reach 
not the Ear only, but the Heart, with its Meaningly. 
Mufical Harmony. ; 

s they err, in their. Notions of Voice, They. are 
equally miftaken when they difcourfe of, or confider 
the Adtion ; For, inftead ot Examining Nature, t 
look into Qyintilian :. not.reflecting that the Leffons, 
which He teaches his Ovator, were direCed to the 
Bar, notthe Srace: and, in Confequence of That 
Error, fallinginto Miftakes, and" Abfurdities; whictr 
are fo much the more ridiculous, by that-Pretence of 
Authority, whereon they, wou'd ground: their: Eftas 
blifhment: —-- Oze Example will ferve, .toomake good: 
my Affertion: Qwintiliaz lays it down asa Ride,. thar 
the Orasor, enforcing his: Eloquence by’ 4éion; is, 
“ never to raife his HaNDs, above the Héighr of his 
“ Eves.”—~Now, who does not fee, and acknowledge, 
the Neceffity of this Caztiow, ina PLEADER,, becaute, 
addrefling Himalelf to the: /aperior Power of his Fides, 
He. ought to govern his Geffare, by.a confciousRe-. 

ard to his Inferiority and Dependance ? dn fuch:2 
tuation, no Doubt, The. Hands, rais’d. higher than 
the Head; wou’d form too bold, and prefuming; an 
Attitude:—But; what is Ali This to the PLAYER, who 
is; fometimes, to act a Mozarch, who has zo fuperior: 
and in whom Actions of Mexace, or fudden Tranfports 
Of  Fudiguation, carry neither Indecorum, nor Improv 
priety ?—Qr, how thall Heexprels, with properGe- 
fture, any paffionate Appeals to Heaven, any fttong’ 
Poftures' of Starting, and Affonifhmeat, without 
Throwing up his Arms, toa Height, beyond. the:Rak 
Of Quintilian ? 

THUs narrow, or thus blind, are-almoftrall our 
Stage Maxims. And I flatter myfelf, that the-Public 
will receive, with fome Willingnefs, what I aay take 
Occafion.to fay, in my further Purfuic of this Subject. 
—It is mew: and Both the -Player; and his: Hearer, 
may draw their feparate Advanrages, from the Lights 
in which: T'propofe to.confider it.—Some of my ‘Ret 
ers have with’d,. that I“had chofen the Winter Seafon; 
for Publication of Stich Papersas Thefe: Burd amo! 
Opinion. thar the Sumer is: properett.-—The Lei/ae 
of Gentlemen; to whofe Retreats inithe Country, he 
are fent, one by onc, as. they come out, wiil feck 
them not only'a Reading, buca reflective Dig fis: 
and,. againft ‘the Return:to ‘Towny,.. next: Sca/or J" 
Atting; I defign:to.colle&t into-a Pamphlet, awhateves 
T thall have faid.in loofe Papers on this Subject, ‘hit 
fo, lying togethers under the Eye of : Thole Perios' 
of Quality, and Underftanding, whofe Decifionses 
Weight, in; and concerning, the Theatres, They) 
confider-what They have to corred#y and whae10.% 
carraze, inthe AGors. | 
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